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with motions in the House of Commons; but I doubt
the propriety of it. We can have no influence in the
measures of our own Government; and we shall be
accused of disturbing and prejudicing the negotiations
actually pending. This is always a plausible charge, and
is better justified than usual by the circumstances.
However, the forbearance of Parliament on these
grounds always supposes some confidence in the Mini-
sters ; and, as there is none, in the present case, it is the
more difficult to refrain.'

'May 16.

6 War is entirely decided. Hugh is ordered to accom-
pany Lord Nelson, and they go to Portsmouth to-
morrow. This is distressing to Mrs. Elliot and the
children, as I imagine it will be long before she can go
to Naples in the unsettled state of that country.'

'May 18.

<1 received this morning a letter from Lord St. Vin-
cent, desiring that George might go with Nelson, and
saying he would find a ship for him in the Mediterra-
nean. George and I, therefore, set off for Portsmouth
to-night. Hugh goes at the same time. I have not
seen or written to Lord St. Vincent for some time, so
that his attention to George's interests is all the more
friendly.'

'May 21, 1S03.

61 am just returned from Portsmouth. I left sweet
George in perfect health, but neither of us in high
spirits, on board the " Victory," at Spithead yesterday,